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Welcome to Advanced Placement United States 
History 

 

 AP United States History focuses on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually 
about U.S. history from approximately 1491 to the present and apply historical thinking skills as 
they learn about the past. Seven themes of equal importance — identity; peopling; politics and 
power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the world; environment and geography; 
and ideas, beliefs, and culture — provide areas of historical inquiry for investigation throughout 
the course. These require students to reason historically about continuity and change over time 
and make comparisons among various historical developments in different times and places. 

This summer assignment is designed to “jump start” the course and allow for a more 
reasonable pace during the school year. The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to enter 
the course with some prior knowledge, and at the same time, give you an idea of what the class 
workload will be like over the course of the year. The more thought and effort that you apply to 
this assignment, the better prepared you will be for this course, and ultimately, for the AP test 
in May. There will be questions on the AP Exam in May based on some of the material from this 
summer assignment. This assignment will be due upon entering my classroom in August. Late 
work will be allowed within a 3 day window from the deadline and will be deducted from the 
total points by 10%, 20%, and 30% respectively.  In addition, your second and third major 
grades of the year will be a Document Based Essay and Unit Exam covering the material in this 
assignment, given during the second week of school.  

Spend some time familiarizing yourself with the AP US History website maintained by 
the College Board. This portion of the summer assignment is designed to answer any questions 
you may have pertaining to the AP program and the AP exam. In particular, you may want to 
spend some time exploring the links at the top of the main page. (Course Details, About the 
Exam…) https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history 

Your junior year will be challenging, but I hope it will also be beneficial as you begin to 
prepare for college, and maybe even a little fun! If you run into any problems while completing 
your summer assignment or any questions arise, please contact Mr. Maxwell Suitt at 
msuitt@stcharles.k12.la.us 
 
This assignment has THREE parts:  
 
1. Textbook Assignments  

Enclosed are assignments which correlate to Period 1:  1491-1607 from the Concept 

Outline found in The Curriculum Guide for AP Course and Exam Description: AP US History 

Including the Curriculum Framework Updated Fall 2015.  This assignment consists of two parts: 
1) Identifications and 2) Questions. When completing Identifications, students will be asked to, 
well, identify each term, and to also state the significance of each term. For each Question, 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history
mailto:msuitt@stcharles.k12.la.us
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students will be asked to provide a detailed and thoughtful written response. Textbooks will not 
be handed out for this assignment. Electronic texts abound, and very reputable websites, 
(historyteacher.net, glderlehrman.org, etc..) may be utilized to complete this part of the 
assignment. Students with no internet or computer access MUST obtain a textbook from Mr. 
Mennyweather before summer vacation. It is YOUR responsibility to obtain a textbook if you 
will not be able to access the online version.  
 
2. Site Visit  

You will visit one historical site, either nearby or elsewhere in the country, and write a 
brief reflection paper about what you learned on your visit. This will help provide you with a 
more personal connection to a historical person, event, and/or time period. We have a lot of 
wonderful history around us, so go out and see some of it!  
 
3.  Maps 

Geography is an all too important part of history.  We will be talking about many places 
within and outside of our country throughout the year.  It is as important that we understand 
WHERE we are talking about as it is to know WHEN we are talking about.  We finish with the 
easy part.  There are 2 maps on the website that correspond to the 2 activities I wish you to 
complete.   

 

ASSIGNMENT #1 

According to The Curriculum Guide for AP Course and Exam Description: AP US History Including 

the Curriculum Framework Updated Fall 2015: “The Concept Outline is structured into nine 

chronological periods, each comprised of key concepts typically encountered in college-level US 

history courses.”  However, Period 1:  1491-1607 only comprises five percent. Therefore, the 

rationale holds that we should cover this with great haste, and so your assignment of the beginning of 

your text.   

PERIOD 1:  1491-1607 

Textbook Correlations:  Chapter 1 Colliding Worlds, 1450-1600  
 
Part One: Identification Terms 

When completing “Identification Terms” (IDs) in a History class, students are required to 

address two parts: 1) The Identification, and 2) The Significance. 
 

Identification Significance 
 

Who/ What is this?  
 

Why is this important in a historical context? 
Why study this? Who cares?  
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When answering the ID portion of 
the question you are looking for cold 
hard facts—usually something that 
comes straight out of a reading. 

 

When answering the Significance portion of the 
question you are doing historical interpretation. 
You are providing the critical thinking. Your 
answer is not wrong if it is relevant and well-
thought out. 
 

Identify and state the Significance of each of the following terms… (An example is done for 

you!) 

 
Pueblos 

 ID: elaborate multi-room stone dwellings built by Pueblo Natives (Hohokams, 

Mogollons, Anasazis) in the American southwest, circa A.D. 1000 

 SIG: evidence of civilization in North American before the arrival of Europeans 
 
1.   Tenochtitlan 
2.   Matrilineal 

3.   Peasants 

4.   Yeomen 

5.   Primogeniture 

7.   Pagans 

8.   Heresy 

9.   Civic Humanism 

10. Republics 

11. Guilds 
12. Reconquista 
13. Conquistadors 

14. Encomiendas 

15. Columbian Exchange 

16. Mestizos 

17. Caste System 

18. Indulgences 

19. Predestination 
 
Part Two: Identification Terms 

Each of the following questions should be answered in a complete, detailed, well-reasoned 
paragraph. Students should make every attempt to include specific examples in each response. 
 
1. Identify the following information: 

 

 

Explorer Country Sponsor                        Dates of Exploration        Area of Exploration 

 

Dias 
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Columbus 

 

   

 

Cabot 

 

   

 

De Gama 

 

   

 

Vespucci 

 

   

 

2. Identify the following information: 
 

 

Spanish Explorer              Dates of Exploration       Empire Encountered          Resources found 

 

Columbus 

 

   

 

Cortes 

 

   

 

Pizarro 

 

   

 

 

3. What were the main characteristics of the Indian civilizations in Mesoamerica? Please 

provide four specific examples. 

4. How were eastern woodland Indian societies organized and governed? In your answer, 

please address culture, politics, gender, inheritance, and religion. 

5. Explain both why and how Portugal and Spain pursued overseas commerce and conquest. 
6. Compare and contrast the Portuguese impact in African with the Spanish impact in America. 
7. Provide four specific examples of how Protestant religious doctrine differed from that of Roman 

Catholicism.  

8. Describe the impact of the Columbian Exchange in food, people, diseases, and gold on the 

Americas, Europe, and Africa.  

9. Describe three factors that prompted the large-scale migration from England to America.  

10. Explain four different ways in which the Indian people of Mesoamerica and North America 

developed.  

11. Explain four factors that made Native American people vulnerable to conquest by European 

adventurers.  
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12. Describe five factors that led to the transatlantic trade in African slaves.  

13. What was Mercantilism? How did this doctrine shape the policies of European monarchs to 

promote both domestic manufacturing and foreign trade?  

14. Describe five factors that allowed Europeans to become leaders in world trade and extend their 

influence across the Atlantic.  

15. Concerning American Voices:  The Spanish Conquest of Mexico pp.32-33 

a. Both Diaz’s account and that of the Aztec elders were written in retrospect, and both 

reflect their authors’ awareness of the impending conquest. Compare the tine of these 

accounts. How does each reflect the author’s knowledge of what is to come? 

b. Why does Montezuma pay “great reverence” to Cortes? Why does Cortes return the 

honor? What is the strategy of each leader? 

c. What is Diaz’s explanation for the easy entry of the Spanish into the city? What 

explanation is suggested on the elders’ account? 

 

ASSIGNMENT #2 

HISTORICAL SITE VISIT 
 

You must visit one historical site over the summer and write a brief reflection paper 
about what you learned on your trip. I believe that this will help you make more of a personal 
and visual connection to a topic in American history than you would get from just reading about 
it in a book. This will provide a chance to learn about history right here in your own town. I have 
also listed some other suggested historical sites that are not part of Destrehan or New Orleans. 
Some are free, while others have an admission fee. This list certainly does not include every 
possible historical site, but does provide some guidance toward what might be appropriate.  
I know that many of you will be traveling this summer and might have an opportunity to visit a 
historical site somewhere else in the country. This is also acceptable. For example, if you travel 
to Boston, you might want to walk the Freedom Trail and see some of the Revolutionary Era 
sites. Whichever site you choose to visit (and of course, you can always visit more than one!), 
you are required to write a 2-page reflection about your visit. See the information below for 
what must be included in your reflection.  
 
Reflection Paper Requirements  

 Length: 2 pages  

 Typed, Double-Spaced, One-Inch Margins  

 Explain where you went and why you chose to go there?  

 What you learned from your visit?  

 What exhibit/ item/ part of the site you found most interesting and why?  

 Would you recommend this site to other students- why or why not?  
General History of St. Charles Parish 
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 http://stcharlesparish-la.gov/departments/economic-development-and-tourism/parish-
history 

 
Historic Destrehan Sites 

 St. Charles Museum and Historical Association http://www.historyofstcharlesparish.org/ 

 Destrehan Plantation established in 1787, the plantation boasts daily tours and 
demonstrations by costumed artisans. 13034 River Road, Destrehan, LA 70047 

 Ormond Plantation established in 1789, 13786 River Road, Destrehan, LA 70047 

 George Prince Ferry Memorial The memorial is available for visitors to learn about the 
worst ferry disaster in the history of the U.S. 9762 River Road , Destrehan , LA 70047 
(EastBankBridgePark) 

 St. Charles Borromeo Church & Cemetery The oldest German cemetery in the South 
13396 River Road, Destrehan, LA 70047    

Other Local Sites 

 Oak Alley Plantation Settled in the 18th century, Oak Alley is famous for its double rows 
of magnificent oak trees and restored 19th century mansion, built by sugar planter 
Jacques Telesphore Roman. Today authentic furnishings and reproductions adorn the 
home, and guides, dressed in period costume, offer tours of the interior. (225-265-2151, 
800-442-5539) 

 Chalmette Battlefield While there is plenty to keep you occupied in New Orleans proper 
for days on end, there are a host of excursions that provide valuable insight into the 
history and culture of the region. A visit to the Chalmette Battlefield, just seven miles 
downriver from the French Quarter, delivers compelling insight into the storied conflict. 
After you've seen the famous statue of Andrew Jackson in Jackson Square, pay a visit to 
this historic site just seven miles downriver from New Orleans, a free attraction good for 
diving into history or getting some fresh air and a walkabout for a different view of New 
Orleans. The Chalmette Battlefield commemorates two significant wars in American 
history, both having major implications on our country's history. ((504) 281-0510) 

 St. Louis Cathedral Established in 1720, this is the oldest active cathedral in the US. 
Towering over Jackson Square, it is an important historical and religious symbol for this 
predominantly Catholic city. In 1964, the cathedral was given the status of minor 
basilica, one of only 15 in the US. Tours are offered and depart from the gift shop 
regularly. (504-525-9585) 

 Preservation Hall A national landmark celebrating the development of music in America, 
Preservation Hall specifically strives to "to protect and honor New Orleans Jazz." This 
heralded performance venue is nestled in the heart of the French Quarter and prides 
itself on hosting small, intimate acts, reminiscent of the early days of jazz. Patrons enjoy 
authentic jazz nightly, played by local veteran performers and a rotating cast of 
masterful guest musicians. (504-522-2841, 800-785-5772) 

 

http://stcharlesparish-la.gov/departments/economic-development-and-tourism/parish-history
http://stcharlesparish-la.gov/departments/economic-development-and-tourism/parish-history
http://www.historyofstcharlesparish.org/
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ASSIGNMENT #3 

Map Activity 

Use the blank maps on the website to complete this assignment.  Label 

the following maps of the United States with the states, cities, geographical 

features, and bodies of water.  Also color in the maps according to the 

directions below. 

Map 1:  States, Regions and Countries   

 Label all 50 states correctly – using colored pencils and a black marker 

 Label the neighboring countries of Mexico and Canada (do not color them) 

 Color in all the different regions of the US: 

o New England – Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 

Connecticut. (BLUE) 

o Mid-Atlantic – New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware 

(YELLOW) 

o South – Florida, Georgia. Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina 

(PURPLE) 

o Southwest – Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky, 

Tennessee, Oklahoma (RED) 

o Midwest – Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin (GREEN) 

o Great Plains – Nebraska, Kansas, North Dakota, South Dakota, Missouri, Iowa, 

Minnesota (PINK) 

o Rocky Mountain – Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, Montana, Nevada, Idaho, 

Arizona, Utah (GRAY) 

o West Pacific – California, Oregon, Washington, Hawaii, Alaska (ORANGE) 

Map 2:  Geographical Features, Bodies of Water 

and Cities 

 Label and draw where necessary the geographical features (BROWN) and bodies of 

water (BLUE) 

o Rocky Mountains 
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o Appalachian Mountains 

o Lake Michigan 

o Lake Superior 

o Lake Erie 

o Lake Huron 

o Lake Ontario 

o Mississippi River 

o Ohio River 

o Missouri River 

o Erie Canal 

o Rio Grande 

o Great Salt Lake  

o Pacific Ocean 

o Atlantic Ocean 

o Caribbean Sea 

o Gulf of Mexico 

 Label the following cities using a large dot (BLACK) to mark their location. 

o Chicago, Il 

o New York, NY 

o St. Louis, MO 

o Boston, MA 

o Philadelphia, PA 

o Los Angeles, CA 

o Detroit, MI 

o New Orleans, LA 

o Seattle, WA 

o Washington, DC 

o Baltimore, MD 

o Salt Lake City, UT 

o Dallas, TX 

o Atlanta, GA 

o San Francisco, CA 

o Denver, CO 

o Phoenix, AZ 

o Richmond, VA 
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Frequently Asked Questions about the Summer Assignment and the AP 
U.S. History Class in General: 
 

1. Do the answers to the questions for the summer reading need to be typed? 
No! Get used to handwriting most of your work for your AP History class. Staple 

your assignment pages together. No cover pages or binders will be accepted. DO NOT 
answer any questions directly on this packet. Students that turn in a packet with 
answers written in will receive a 10% deduction. Most of the work you will do in this 
class will involve a lot of writing. Bid farewell to those worksheets of yesteryear. 

2. How long do the answers have to be to the chapter questions? 
You must respond completely to the question in your own words. This will in 

many cases require at least a paragraph. 
3. What do you mean by “paragraph”? 

The expectation for this class is that a paragraph should be 5-10 sentences, 
which is approximately 150 words. The paragraph must include a topic sentence (the 
main idea), lots of evidence or supporting details, and a clincher or summarizing closing 
statement. 

4. I’m really not much of a reader. The idea of reading four textbook chapters and 
writing two papers during my summer vacation is overwhelming. I’m thinking of 
dropping the course so I don’t have to do this. What do you think? 

Do you plan to go to college? If so, at some point you will need to read books, 
like this, probably several at a time, you might as well learn HOW to do it now. In AP US 
History you will have the opportunity to complete college level work within the 
structure of a high school setting. That means, you will be taught the process of critical 
reading and analysis. Having those skills will enable you to start college with a strong 
foundation. If you get to college and don’t know how to do those things, it will be “sink 
or swim”. When you read a textbook in college, no one will break it down for you by 
providing guided questions as has been done here. That’s one example of what is meant 
by doing “college level work within the structure of high school.” 

5. Okay, I’ve read the material and I understand what the author is saying but I don’t 
know how to put the answers to the questions in my own words. Can I just copy the 
answers from the place in the text where I got the information? 

That’s called plagiarism. It’s alright to quote from the text, but you also need to 
explain in your own words what the author means, or why you chose to answer it that 
way. If you lift direct words from the text they must be documented. If you simply 
parrot the author’s words, it provides no evidence that you have interacted with the 
material and achieved any level of analysis. It’s not just enough to match the question to 
a particular page; you must be able to do something with this information on a higher 
level than simple comprehension. This is an individual assignment that is to be completed 

entirely on your own. Any assignments that are found to be copied from another student will 
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NOT be accepted and will receive a grade of a ZERO as per the Destrehan High School 

Advanced Studies Integrity Policy.  

6. I want to do well in this course, but I have heard that it is really hard. I am taking a lot 
of other difficult courses and I have sports and other activities as well as a part-time 
job. I don’t know if I can make the time commitment that seems to be needed. 

If you are a last minute type of person, then it is too heavy of a load. Something 
will have to give. If not, you will create a lot of stress in your life and it is doubtful that 
you will be as successful as you would like to be in this class. If you have excellent time 
management skills and are the type to get started on an assignment the day it is given, 
and you are able to pace yourself to meet a long-term deadline, you will certainly 
succeed. It still won’t be easy. If you are the type to make excuses for your lack of 
foresight and planning, you will impede your chance of progress. My students, more 
often than not, rise to the occasion and have cited time management as their greatest 
take-away from this class. 

7. I am worried about my GPA. I think I can get a higher grade in a non-AP course. 
You probably can, but remember that colleges look with scrutiny at your 

application. Grades are only one part of the total picture. Admissions officers prefer to 
see that students have chosen to challenge themselves at the highest level at which 
they can be successful. You will be competing with lots of other kids who have chosen 
AP levels of courses. By taking yourself out of that level of competition, you have 
weakened your chances of admission. AP courses continue to be on the rise. More and 
more students are taking AP classes; it is becoming the norm for students to enter good 
colleges with some AP credit. 

 

 

 


